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Abstract
Background & Aims Seizure is a chronic neurological disease and a disorder of the nervous system
caused by severe and sudden electrical discharge of neural cells. Status epilepticus is defined as any
generalized tonic-colonic seizures lasting more than 5 minutes, any focal seizures lasting more than 10
minutes, and recurrent seizures without returning to baseline between periods of seizures. This study
was designed and conducted to investigate the demographic and clinical characteristics of children with
status epilepticus admitted to Motahari Hospital in Urmia during 2011-2019.
Materials & Methods: This is a descriptive-retrospective study. All the files having the following
criteria were included in the study: having a full record of patients' data, all the paraclinical studies
performed, having a final diagnosis of status epilepticus, and having the age less than 18 years. History
of epilepsy in the patient and first-degree relatives, and the patient's demographic information were
recorded in the checklist.
Results: The results of this study showed that the mean age and birth weight of patients with status
epilepticus in Urmia Shahid Motahari Hospital was 37.49 months and 3046.30 grams, respectively.
About 47% of patients had a previous history of epilepsy, 28.3% of parents were relative, 18.3% had a
family history of epilepsy, 51.1% had a positive history of neurological disorder, and 8.7% had a positive
history of non-neurological disorder. Boys were affected more than girls. EEG abnormality was the most
common abnormal paraclinical finding (32.9%). Most of the patients had fever (74.9%) and the majority
of seizures were manifested as generalized ones (82.6%). The mortality rate among these patients was
12.3%.
Conclusion: According to the results of the present study, the deceased patients were significantly
younger than the discharged individuals. Males outnumbered females in our study.
Keywords: Status epilepticus, Children, Demographic and clinical features
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