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COMPARING THE THEORY OF MIND AMONG TONIC-CLONIC
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Abstract

Background & Aim: Epilepsy is a chronic disease of the brain occurring in the form of loss of
consciousness, abnormal movements, and emotional disturbances. This disorder may be recurrent and
have lifelong durability that requires regular and natural cares. In order to help the sick, the present
study compared the theory of mind among tonic-clonic epilepsy, juvenile myoclonic epilepsy and
healthy people.

Materials & Methods: This causal-comparative study was conducted on 134 individuals (60 healthy
people and 74 patients with epilepsy) who referred to health centers of Urmia city. Baron Cohen’s
Reading Mind from Eyes Test (RMET) was used as a study tool. T-tests for independent samples and
ANOVA and Scheffe post hoc test were used.

Results: Accordingly, the theory of mind in epileptic patients and healthy subjects has a significant
difference, and this defect in juvenile myoclonic epilepsy is more than tonic-clonic epileptic patients
and normal subjects.

Conclusion: The deficit of theory of mind in epileptic patients is affected by same neurological base,
drugs and the clinical characteristics, and personality and status of patients. Thus, the evaluation of
this theory can explain some of the behavioral and psychological problems for planning effective non-
pharmacologic therapy.

Keywords: Epilepsy, Tonic-clonic, Juvenile myoclonic epilepsy, Theory of mind

Address: Department of Psychology, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, Faculty of Psychology of
Education, Tabriz, Iran

Tel: +98 9148236505

E-mail: zarife.sohrabi@yahoo.com

SOURCE: URMIA MED J 2015: 26(8): 723 ISSN: 1027-3727

! Associate Professor of Psychology, Faculty of Psychology and Education, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani
University, Tabriz, Iran

2 Assistant Professor of Psychology, Faculty of Psychology and Education, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani
University, Tabriz, Iran

® Master in General Psychology, Department of Psychology, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, Faculty of
Psychology of Education, Tabriz, Iran (Corresponding Author)

* Assistant Professor, Department of Neurology, Urmia University of Medical Sciences, Urmia, Iran

723


mailto:zarife.sohrabi@yahoo.com

